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PREFACE. 


The following List of Outlines, etc., has been compiled 
for the Society of Medical Phonographers. 


A special acknowledgement is due to Messrs. Sir Isaac 
Pitman & Sons for permitting the issue of the List. Thanks 
are due to them also for permitting a few slight deviations 
from the authorized system which are rendered desirable by 
the exigencies of some medical terms. These are enumerated 
in the Introduction. 


Tt is probable that some inconsistencies in outlines will 
attract attention. These have been adopted after careful 
consideration, for reasons which would be probably satis- 
factory to all, did space permit them to be mentioned. It 
should be added that, in every case, great weight has been 
given to the outlines in the ‘‘ Phonographic Dictionary,”’ 
and these have been departed from only where such departure 
is rendered necessary by the frequency of certain words, 
or by the great importance, in many cases, of absolute 
distinction between outlines liable to be confounded in 
medical writing. 


Although this List of Outlines has been the subject of 
almost continuous attention for twelve months, the compilers 
are conscious that it leaves much to be desired. They wish 
it to be known that the List has been compiled for general 
professional use; those members of the profession who are 
accustomed to employ terms not needed by the majority, 
must not expect to find them in the list. It is hoped that 
such needs may be hereafter met. 


W. R. GOWERS, M.D., President. 
E. B. GRAY, M.D., Treasurer. 
JAMES NEIL, M.D., Secretary. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The words are arranged in alphabetical order, with the 
exception of the singular and plural forms of the same words, 
which are placed together. 


The shorthand outlines within brackets, after the first 
outline and before the longhand, are contractions. Those 
within brackets a/ter the longhand words are outlines which 
involve danger of confusion. These will often show the 
reason for the choice of the special outline. 


Words in general use, the outlines for whieh are well 
known, are not given. 


The deviations from the authorized system are the 
following :— 


1. The use of the reversed ¢h/ necessary for ophthalmia and 
its compounds, and convenient for thalamus, etc. 


2. For the diphthong wi an old and convenient sign is used 
(see acuity and bruit). 


3. The use of the downward initial 7 in a few cases. 


4. The use of the upward final 7+ in some cases, as in 
tumour, mature, on account of the frequency of the 
words, and the inconvenience of the downward . 


5. The employment of the double length ng to add tr, as 
in tincture, sphincter. 


Other deviations are unimportant, such as the freer use 
of the initial downward / instead of the tick h when needful 
emphasis or distinctness can be thus conveyed. 


CONTR ACTIONS.—The object of this list is to furnish 
writers with the best outlines, rather than to give contracted 
forms on an extensive scale. Many frequent words, however, 
need contractions, and, in a considerable number of words, 
single and compound, the best contractions are given. In 
addition to these, certain systematic contractions often 
needed have been indicated. Since they may be used exten- 
sively, they are here enumerated. 


Tumour or Tumour of.—The stroke for ¢ may be employed 
for twmnour before, or immediately after an outline, or inter- 
sected through the first or last consonant of a word consisting 
of at least two full consonants. Prefixed or intersected 
through the first consonant it indicates twmour of; affixed 
or intersected through the last consonant it indicates tamour. 


Tinctwre of.—The same letter 7, prefixed or intersected, 
indicates tincture of. 


! 


It will not be found that confusion arises from this 
double use of ¢, the related words being wholly distinct. 


In no case should this or any contraction-consonant be 
intersected through an outline which consists of a single full 
consonant ; the contraction must be then prefixed or affixed. 
Tf it were intersected through drain, it would be doubtful 
whether tumour of the brain or brain tumour was meant. 


_ In the same way, and subject to the same limitation :— 


Hypertrophy (of the) may be indicated by the tick h pr ; 
Paralysis by the hooked pr ; 

Reflex by the upward r ; 

Murmur by the hook mr, affixed. 


Regurgitation may be indicated by the contraction given 
under the word, joined to the preceding word. 


Other points to which attention may be directed are the 
following :— 


The termination sis is indicated by a large cirele with- 
out a vowel, and ses by the same with the vowel within it. 
Whenever convenient, the words ending in sis, which have a 
plural form in ses have been written with a small circle s 
and the downward terminal s, on account of the convenience 
of thickening the letter to indicate the z sound, which is 
invariable in the plural and absent in the singular. 


Acid and soda may be represented with perfect safety 
by the joined circle s and d, because the word acid invariably 
follows the letter 4, while (of) soda invariably follows a word 


_ ending in ¢ and signifying a compound of the acid. \ 


There is a tendency, which is not unnatural but is not 
wise, to the premature adoption of contractions and phraseo- 
grams by those who would do better to be content for a 
time with the brevity and ease obtainable without special 
contractions, which diminish legibility. It is proposed, 
however, to issue subsequently a list of the more useful 
phraseograms and of some further contractions. 


For the further improvement of this list, members are 
desired to send from time to time to Dr. Gray, 19, Beaumont 
Street, Oxford, a note of any errata which they may detect, 
and of any outlines, contractions, and phraseograms, which 
they have fairly tested in their own writing, other than or 
in addition to those here given. 
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